
Crock  Pot  Summer  Vegetable
Puree

As much as winter is the time
for  soups  and  stews,  I  really
like summer soups too. This one
isn’t  too  hearty  since  it’s  a
puree  and  I  think  it  tastes
really light when it is served
warm,  not  hot.   I’ve  had  to
become  really  creative  with
vegetables this summer— with so
much  amazing  local  produce,  I

tend to over buy!

I like to base this recipe on carrots, because the orange
color of the puree is so inviting, but feel free to experiment
with whatever is in your basket. Just remember to include a
starch (potato, sweet potato, kohlrabi, etc.) to help thicken
the dish and something sweet (apple, beet, melon, peach) to
make this unique for summer. Herbs are totally up to your
discretion, too. I like fresh basil, but if you have rosemary
or thyme or some oregano, those would be great as well.

Whatever you do, you are making a crock pot of wonderful by
using fresh vegetables and your imagination. This should be
served in a bowl, but it’s perfect when it’s thicker than
soup, but thinner than mashed potatoes.  PS– it’s also a GREAT
puree for baby food, but you can make it for your whole family
to eat.  Enjoy!

4 c. fresh carrots

2 stalks celery, chopped

2 yellow squash, cut into chunks
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1 medium sweet onion, chopped

2 medium potatoes, cut into chunks

1 medium apple, cut off of core

2-3 cloves garlic, chopped

1 t. salt

1/2 t. black pepper

6-8 leaves fresh basil

2-3 c. vegetable broth

Put all vegetables and herbs into the crock pot, pour broth on
top. Cook on high for 6 hours.  Using immulsion blender, puree
in pot. (If you don’t have one, then let dish cool and puree
in batches in a standard blender.) Serve with a dollop of sour
cream or greek yogurt on top and a sprinkle of fresh herbs.

Crock Pot Cabbage and Onions

My family has requested perogies
for dinner tonight and as much
as I’d like to try to make them
homemade, that just isn’t going
to happen. So I figured if our
main dish at dinner is from a
frozen blue box, then our side
dishes  should  be  fresh  and
flavorful.

Perogies are an amazing Polish entree that can have a variety
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of fillings inside. I remember a booth at the West Side Market
in Cleveland, Ohio, that offered dozens of options– meat-
filled, cheese, fruit, dessert, the list just kept on going.
I’m making a sauteed cabbage and onion recipe in the crock pot
today and the taste will really go nicely with my smooth,
simple potato and noodle pockets. But someday, I’d love to go
back to that booth in Cleveland and stock up on some crazy
combinations instead. 

This side dish would go great with almost any meat. The salt
helps the cabbage break down and the wine and sugar really add
to  the  natural  sweetness  of  the  onion.  If  you’d  like  a
different  color  for  presentation,  try  swapping  julienned
carrots for the red cabbage instead. I like the red cabbage
because it gives the onions a really nice translucent purple
color. Enjoy!

1 small head cabbage, sliced thin

1 medium sweet onion, sliced thin

1 c. shredded red cabbage

1/2 c. white wine

1 t. salt

1 t. celery seed

1 T. sugar

Put everything in the crock pot and stir together. Cook on low
for 4 hours.



Crock Pot Gumbo

I  opened  up  my  weekly  CSA
delivery and was so excited to
see the ripe, fragrant produce.
One thing in particular caught
my  attention–  OKRA.  The  first
thing I thought of was some hot,
spicy gumbo.  I think half of
what I unpacked is going to end
up in the gumbo— okra, tomatoes,
basil, corn, green pepper… now

if only I stopped at a farm for some chicken and then headed
to the coast for some shrimp, but I guess I’ll have to buy
those at the grocery store.

Gumbo is a perfect recipe for the crock pot because it needs
to simmer for a long time to fuse all those flavors together.
Cut your veggies into small pieces so you can have a bit of
each morsel in your mouth! This soup would also freeze really
well, so make the gumbo for dinner this week and then enjoy
all these fresh treats again later this fall when they aren’t
so available.

This soup can also be made vegetarian if you leave out the
chicken, sausage and shrimp. I’d amp up the amount of veggies
though and maybe get a little more okra, so that this tastes
more robust and unique than just vegetarian vegetable soup. 
You can also use Morningstar Farms chicken strips (fake meat)
if you’d like to add some protein.  Enjoy!

2 boneless, skinless chicken breast, cut into 1/2 inch cubes

1/2 lb. okra, sliced

1 c. of corn (cut off of fresh ears)
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1/2 sweet onion, chopped

1 green pepper, seeded and chopped

3-4 ripe, sweet tomatoes, seeded and chopped

3 carrots, peeled and sliced thin

2 stalks celery, sliced

4-6 leaves fresh basil, chopped

3 cloves garlic, minced

1 t. salt

1 t. black pepper

1/2 t. cayenne pepper

1/2 t. paprika

1/2 t. chili powder

1 T. parsley

2 T. Worcestershire sauce

2 T. Tabasco sauce

2 c. water

3 pork sausages, cooked and sliced

1/2 lb shrimp, peeled and cleaned

2 c. cooked white rice

Combine all vegetables in crock pot. Add liquid ingredients.
Sprinkle with all seasonings. Place chicken pieces on top of
mixture next. Cook on low for 4-6 hours. Add shrimp, sausage
and cooked white rice and cook for an additional 1 hour on
low.



Crock Pot Mozzarella Dip

Summer  is  a  great  time  for  backyard  BBQs,  gathering  with
friends and family and enjoying lots of tasty treats. Here is
a great recipe that is quick and easy to make, but everyone
loves to enjoy! Serve this in the crock pot so that it stays
hot  and  creamy.  Accompany  this  spicy  crowd-pleaser  with
crackers, pull-apart bread or just some cool, crisp veggies.
Enjoy!

1 lb. mozzarella cheese, cubed

1 c. mayonnaise

1/2 medium onion, chopped

2 cloves garlic, chopped

1/2 t. paprika

2 t. Worcestershire sauce

1 4-oz. can chopped green chiles (NOT DRAINED)

Coat crock pot in non-stick spray. Combine all ingredients in
separate bowl, mix well. Pour into crock pot and cook on low
for 2-3 hours. Serve hot.

Looking for some more flare?? Try adding 1/2 c. crisp bacon
bits or a few shakes of Tabasco to add more flavor to this
cheesy appetizer.
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Crock Pot Beet Salad

In the midst of summer heat, I
love to use my crock pot to cook
the season’s ripe vegetables. My
kitchen stays cool and my taste
buds get to dance.  This week, I
had friends bring me fresh beets
from their community CSA. I love
roasting beets in a little bit

of olive oil, salt and pepper, so I thought this would be a
fun challenge for the crock pot.

When you roast beets in the oven, there is the chance of
overcooking, resulting in a dried, wrinkled sad result for
this moist and vibrant treat. With the locked-in moisture of
the crock pot, I really think that beets get the chance to
both marinate and cook to perfection.

Please  note—  this  recipe  calls  for  FRESH  produce.  This
recipe  is  not  intended  for  canned  beets.   When  you  are
preparing fresh beets, be cautious that the juice doesn’t dye
your hands, your counter or your cutting board. But you will
benefit greatly by doing the preparation, because the taste
and texture of using fresh produce for this recipe is so much
better than you could ever replicate with a canned product.

6 large fresh beets, greens removed and skins peeled, sliced

3-4 fresh white radishes, greens removed and skins peeled,
then sliced

1/4 c. water

3 T. olive oil

1/2 t. salt
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1 t. ground black pepper

1 t. celery seed

1/2 t. ground mustard

1/4 onion, sliced thin

2 T. red wine vinegar

topping: 1/2 c. crumbled feta cheese

Put all ingredients in crock pot and stir together. Cook on
low  for  4  hours.  After  beet  salad  cools,  transfer  and
refrigerate until salad is cold. When serving, top it with 1/2
c. crumbled feta cheese.

Crock Pot Nacho Fries

I  remember  as  a  kid  going  to  diners  and  cute  little
restaurants  with  good  homecooking  and  a  little  grease  on
everything.  It was always a treat to get something smothered
or covered or dipped or drizzled. I don’t usually eat a lot
of fried and greasy, especially not in the crock pot, but
today it just sounded good. I’m serving my crock pot dish with
a side salad and low-cal dressing. Maybe if I wash it down
with a Diet Coke it will just cancel out the bad stuff.

One  of  my  favorite  appetizers  from  my  youth  was  “not-so-
fries”– it was cheese and bacon and sour cream on top of
silver dollar shaped french fries. The fried coins were coated
in toppings and best when shared with friends! I also really
like  bar  food  like  nachos—  again  with  the  cheese  covered
goodness! My other favorite food isn’t as unhealthy, but I
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really like pita and tzatziki sauce. There is something about
the cold, creamy cucumber that becomes highly addictive.  As
you can probably conclude, I am completely food-oriented, so
most of my memories include visual and culinary associations.

So, it is now my intention to combine three of my favorite
snack foods in one amazing crock pot side dish. Enjoy!

1 lb. bag frozen french fries

1 c. shredded cheddar cheese

1/2 c. frozen corn kernels

2 oz. jarred jalapeno slices

4 oz. salsa

toppings:

sour cream

1/2 English cucumber, peeled, sliced and quartered

Coat crock pot with non-stick spray. Spread frozen french
fries in bottom of pot, layer with ingredients. Cook on high
for  2  hours.  Serve  with  a  dollop  of  sour  cream  and
some cucumber. Feel free to use a fork or your fingers to
consume!

Crock Pot Stuffing Balls
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Stuffing  is  an  under-appreciated
side dish. It completely defines a
Thanksgiving  dinner  and  can
sometimes  be  found  at  kitschy
homecooking restaurants, but there
is no reason to leave it alone for
the rest of the year. Plus, it’s a

great way to use leftover or stale bread. The more variety you
use in your bread selection will equal a total change in the
taste of the end result.

In my fridge right now, I have half a loaf of wheat bread
(very dense and yeast-smelling) and half a loaf of what was
labeled a “tomato bread” (tastes like Italian bread with a
swirl of seasoned tomato paste in it). Here is how to prep
your bread for stuffing: cut into slices and then into bite-
sized cubes. For example, I would cut a normal piece of wheat
bread four times each way = 16 smaller pieces. Then, lay cubes
out in one layer on a cookie sheet and cook for about 10-15
minutes at 350 degrees, just until the bread toasts.

Instead of just pouring the stuffing into a pan, I love the
idea of hand rolling the stuffing into balls. It cooks into
nice individual servings and leaves lots of surface area to
crisp. These balls also freeze really well, so make a full
recipe and then save what you don’t consume.  Enjoy!

6 cups homemade stuffing cubes

1/2 medium onion, chopped

1/2 green pepper, chopped
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2 eggs, beaten

1/4 c. water

1 16 oz. can cream-style corn

1 T. parsley

1 t. salt

1 t. black pepper

1 t. celery seed

1/2 t. paprika

2-3 cloves garlic, minced

10 little pads of butter or margarine

In a bowl, mix together all ingredients, except butter or
margarine. After combined, mixture should be moist, but not
dripping wet. Form 10 balls, using your hands and mush it
together  so  that  it  can  stand  on  it’s  own.  Coat  oval-
shaped crock pot with non-stick spray. Place stuffing balls
side by side in crock pot. Place one little pad of butter or
margarine on top of each stuffing ball. Cook on low for 3
hours.

(The original inspiration from this dish came from crock pot
maven Mable Hoffman’s Crockery Cookery Cookbook. No offense,
but her recipe was bland and suggested using packaged stuffing
mix; my adaptation takes it up a notch and makes it flavorful
and heartier.)
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Crock Pot Vegetarian Chicken
Chili

Did you catch the title?? Does
it sound like a contradiction to
say  “vegetarian”  and  then
“chicken” in the same meal?! It
is  not.  Thanks  to  modern  day
culinary creativity, I can make
chicken chili for friends that
don’t want to eat meat.  This is
a pretty easy recipe, but I like
that it is a crowd pleaser and

still meets certain dietary limitations.

Give this chicken chili a try next time you host a friend that
is vegetarian or keeps kosher– they will be so happy that you
honored their wishes and still served tasty dishes. (yes, that
rhyme was intentional.) And don’t think this meal is for light
weights—  you can serve this at your next party or sporting
event and even the men will be raving about your soup– it’s
spicy, it’s filling and everyone will enjoy!

4 c. vegetarian chicken broth

2 cans great northern beans (do not drain)

1 4 oz can diced green chiles (do not drain)

1/2 green pepper, chopped

1/2 medium onion, chopped

2 c. frozen corn
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1 T. parsley

1 T. chili powder

1 t. oregano

1/2 t. cumin

1/2 t. paprika

1/2 t. cayenne pepper

1/2 t. black pepper

1 package Morning Star Farms chicken strips**

Put everything in the crock pot except for the chicken strips.
Stir together and cook on low for 4-5 hours. Add the frozen
chicken strips and cook for one hour more. You can divide the
chicken  strips  up  into  small  pieces  once  they  are  cooked
through.

**IF YOU’D LIKE THIS TO BE AN ACTUAL MEAT DISH, BUY PRE-COOKED
FRESH OR FROZEN CHICKEN STRIPS  AND FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS THE
EXACT SAME.

Crock  Pot  Baked  Ziti  with
Mini Meatballs

We love pasta.  Sometimes in a rediculous way. I don’t know if
that makes me a carb-a-vore or a carb-a-whore, but either way,
it’s one of my favorite meals to make… and eat. I especially
like when the kids eat pasta because I know that the sauce
sneaks in lots of great vegetables and nutrients. The problem
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with an elaborate dish like baked ziti is that it can take a
lot more work and I don’t have time to do all the steps in
time for dinner. So, I’ve figured out a way to make some of my
favorite dishes using my handy dandy crock pot. Time is no
longer a nuisance.

All the parts of this recipe can
be made separately and ahead of
time, so if it helps you to make
the meatballs and boil the pasta
the night before, then go ahead
and save yourself those steps. 
But  I  do  recommend  making
homemade  meatballs  (recipe  is
listed below). In fact, you can
make  them  and  freeze  them

without sauce so that when you want to eat them, you can
decide  later  if  you  want  them  in  marinara,  stroganoff,
alfredo, or sweet and sour. (PS– IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A
VEGETARIAN ENTREE, FOLLOW ALL THESE STEPS EXCEPT  FOR THE MINI
MEATBALLS. YOU CAN ADD FRESH ZUCCHINI, MUSHROOMS OR SPINACH IF
YOU’D LIKE ADDITIONAL FLAVORS.)

After you make the mini meatballs, these are the other things
you’ll need for the baked ziti:

1 lb cooked ziti (al dente)

2 1/2 c. spaghetti sauce

2 c. shredded mozzarella cheese

1/2 c. parmesan cheese

1 T. oregano

Pour hot, drained pasta into crock pot. Top with spaghetti
sauce, but save 1/2 c. for later. Stir until pasta is coated
then add cheeses, but save 1/2 c. of mozz cheese for later.
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Stir until cheese is starting to melt. Top with oregano and
stir through one more time. When meatballs are done, line them
on top of pasta and sauce mixture. Pour remaining sauce on top
of meatballs and then sprinkle with remaining cheese. Warm on
low for 2 hours. Enjoy!

Mini Meatballs (makes 48 balls)

1 lb. ground turkey

1 c. bread crumbs

1/2 c. parmesan cheese

1 t. oregano

1 T. parsley

2-3 cloves chopped garlic

1/2 t. black pepper

 1 beaten egg (if needed)

Mix all ingredients together with your hands. If consistency
isn’t wet enough to bind, add egg (I prefer mine without it).
Roll meat mixture into small, bite-sized balls and place on
foil covered cookie sheet. Cook in oven at 350 degrees for 25
minutes and then broil on high for 3-5 minutes to brown but
NOT BURN outside of ball.   When cooled, balls can be frozen
and saved for later use.

Crock  Pot  Sweet  Potatoes--
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kid friendly!

I’m always looking for new foods that will be tasty to my
palate, but that my kids will still eat. This recipe is a
compromise  of  an  easy  go-to  baby  food  and  a  flavorful
combination of sweets. The sweet potatoes turn out smooth in
the crock pot and you don’t have to worry about burned edges
or the sugary syrup burning  like when you cook sweet potatoes
in the oven.  I’d suggest serving this with something more
bland– grilled chicken or tilapia maybe or even something easy
like chicken nuggets or hot dogs. Any meal that can feed the
masses and enjoyed by all is a winner in my household!

I like sweet potatoes almost any way they are prepared. At
Thanksgiving,  I  love  the  marshmellows  crisped  to  a  sweet
burn up on top; I love the Hawaiian dish made with crushed
pineapple and coconut milk and I also love tzimmes (do a
search on my site for the recipe!).  Today’s recipe is similar
to tzimmes, but a better take on the old world concoction.
This is a little lighter and the little oranges have a sweeter
flavor.

Serve this to your whole family and even if your kids want to
dip the potatoes in ketchup (like mine sometimes do), remember
that they are getting lots of great vitamins and nutrients
from this delicious, vegetarian side dish!

4 sweet potatoes, peeled and chunked

1 can (11 oz.) mandarin oranges in juice (not syrup) DO NOT
DRAIN

3 T. honey

Coat crock pot in non-stick spray. Dump in sweet potatoes.
Pour oranges and juice on top of potatoes. Drizzle honey over
everything. Cover and cook on high for 3 hours.

https://dinnerisacrock.com/2010/05/26/crock-pot-sweet-potatoes/

