
Crock Pot Cream of Mushroom
Soup (#2)

Get ready for fall flavors
with  this  easy  to  make,
robust  mushroom  soup!

On the cusp of summer turning into fall, I’m already getting
excited about the next season of recipes. I’m not a pumpkin
spice anything, but I love pulling in the flavors of butternut
squash, roasted root vegetables, and hearty seasonings.

Last night, I made a cream of mushroom soup just as a way of
using up leftover vegetables that were starting to age in the
refrigerator. I figured I would freeze some or share with
friends, but it was certainly better than throwing things out.
Turns out– this soup was a nice variety to my normal Crock Pot
Cream  of  Mushroom  Soup!  With  just  a  little  change  up  of
flavors and ratios, this soup was a little more hearty and
robust.

As I wrote in the first mushroom soup recipe, this doesn’t
need to be an exact recipe with precise measurements. Also-
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using a hand blender does give this soup a lovely smooth
consistency. Try it and enjoy this soup as a transition to
fall!

 

Crock Pot Cream of Mushroom Soup

Prep Time: 10 minutes

Cook Time: 6 hours

Serves: 8-10 people

1 lb fresh mushrooms (button, portobello or shiitake or a
combination!)

4 stalks celery, cleaned and diced

1 large parsnip, peeled and diced

1/2 c. caramelized onions

3 cloves garlic

4 c. broth (chicken or vegetable)

1/2 teaspoon EACH: celery seed, salt, dried dill weed, black
pepper

1 t. dried parsley

2 c. cold milk

2 T. corn starch

Put all ingredients EXCEPT milk and corn starch into crock pot
and stir. Cook on high for 5 hours. Puree with hand blender.
Dissolve corn starch into cold milk and add to crock pot and
stir. Heat 1 additional hour on high and then serve.
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Crock  Pot  Chocolate  Bread
Pudding

What  could  be
better  than  a
recipe  starting
with  challah  and
Rolos?!

This dessert was a huge hit last night at the Dinner Is A
Crock Launch Party, showcasing some of my favorite recipes
that I like to use in my cooking classes. We had so much fun,
ate way too much, and laughed all the calories away.

I’ve made this dish many times before in my oven. When my son
was younger, he was allergic to eggs, so it was really hard to
make safe desserts for him that we actually all wanted to eat.
My friend, Lisa, shared this recipe with me that originated
here. I took the oven version and just threw it all in my
crock pot instead. It stayed warm and gooey and perfectly warm
all night. On the other hand, if I had made it in the oven and
served it, it would have been cold and crunchy well before
everyone had a chance to eat it. This is one definite benefit
of the crock pot!
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Let’s be honest, the first two ingredients capture everyone’s
interest. Challah. Rolos. What else do you need to know?!

We  served  the  crock  pot  chocolate  bread
pudding with both vanilla and chocolate ice
cream,  but  chocolate  definitely  won  last
night– only a couple people wanted vanilla
ice cream. Good to know for the future– I
will  buy  more  chocolate  than  vanilla.
Although I’m tempted to get a coffee or
salted  caramel  next  time  instead  of

vanilla!

 

 

Crock Pot Chocolate Bread Pudding

Prep Time: 5 minutes

Cook Time: 3 hours

Serves 12-15

1 loaf challah, cubed (about 8 cups)

1 8 oz. bag mini Rolos, each cut in half (this is easier
because they are already unwrapped)

1.4 oz. package cook and serve chocolate pudding

2.5 cups lowfat milk

1 12 oz. jar caramel topping

 

Put challah and Rolos in the crock pot. In a separate bowl,
mix milk and pudding until dissolved, then pour into crock pot
and mix together until bread cubes are coating evenly. Cook on
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low for 2 hours. Chocolate pieces will be melted and gooey.
Pour caramel topping over everything evenly and then keep on
“warm setting” for an hour. Serve with ice cream.

Crock  Pot  Winter  Vegetable
Soup

Crock  Pot  Winter  Vegetable
Soup is the comfort of home
served in a cup.

You’ll  often  hear  me  say  that  food  isn’t  just  about
sustenance,  but  also  satisfaction.  Entertainment.  Emotion.
Nutritionists focus on the content of food.  Dietician focus
on the balance of food.  But when I sit down to eat– or more
importantly– serve a meal to family and friends, it’s about
the experience and the memories we create around the table.
Your food will be through your system in less than 24 hours,
but the feeling you had when eating it will last a lifetime.
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That’s how I feel about this soup. It’s based on a recipe my
mom used to make when I was a kid. We ate dinner as a family,
almost every night. It’s just what we did. And we didn’t do it
in front of a television or on the run, but it was quick and
easy meals and meant to create an atmosphere for conversation.

Mom’s meals were much like this one– a basic recipe with few
ingredients that when combined received minimal complaints! We
called it winter vegetable soup because nothing really is
fresh during an Ohio winter. She could keep all of these items
on hand and whip this meal up in about half an hour. I prefer
to cook it low and slow, of course, and add a few more
seasonings. But overall, it’s the comfort of home in a cup.

Crock Pot Winter Vegetable Soup

Prep Time: 5 minutes

Cook Time: 5 hours

Serves: 8

2 12 oz. packages frozen vegetables- broccoli, cauliflower and
carrot combination

1 32 oz. box of vegetable broth

3 T. butter

1 t. minced garlic

1/2 cup crock pot caramelized onions (or substitute 1/2 sweet
onion, diced)

1/2 t. each: dill weed, celery seed, basil, parsley, salt,
black pepper (ALL DRIED SEASONINGS)

1/4 c. corn starch

3 cups cold milk (2% or whole is preferred)
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Pour frozen vegetables into crock pot, followed by broth,
butter, garlic, onions and seasonings. DO NOT ADD CORN STARCH
OR MILK YET. Cook on high for four hours. In a separate bowl,
dissolve corn starch into COLD milk and then add to crock pot.
Cook on high for another hour. Soup will have thickened. Add
salt and pepper to taste preference.

 

Crock Pot Creamy Potato Soup

Today  was  the  first  day  that
actually  felt  like  fall.   I
don’t  mean  like  a  specialty
coffee…  I  mean  hooded
sweatshirts,  warm  blankets,
steamy  bowls  of  soup  and  the
sound of rustling leaves. And if
you are lucky, you can enjoy all
of  those  things  at  the  same
time.

Tonight’s Crock Pot Creamy Potato Soup made me think of Friday
night football games in high school. And cold walks on first
dates. And craving ice cream on a cold winter’s night. It’s
like everything that it supposed to feel cold on the outside,
but makes you feel warm on the inside. That’s how satisfying
this soup tastes.

So I’ve already posted another version of Crock Pot Potato
Soup already, but I like this one because it includes more
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vegetables. I’ve also posted Crock Pot Parsnip and Potato Soup
because parsnip is my second favorite root vegetable. (Bonus
points if you know what my favorite is!) I also have Crock Pot
Sweet Potato and Corn Chowder, if you prefer the orange to the
white. I’m sensing a theme here! I do love potato soup and
each  recipe  is  tweaked  a  little  different.  I  feel  like
tonight’s  Crock  Pot  Creamy  Potato  Soup  is  actually  a
culmination of my favorite things from each of these recipes…
but I encourage you to mess around and figure out what your
palate prefers with your potatoes.

 

Crock Pot Creamy Potato Soup

Serves 6-8

6 redskin potatoes, cubed but not peeled

3 parsnips, peeled and cubed

1 c. shredded carrots

4 stalks celery, sliced

1/2 sweet onion, diced

1 12 oz. can cream corn

4 cups vegetable broth

1 t. garlic powder

1/2 t. dried dill weed

1 t. dried basil leaves

up to 1 t. salt (can be added at the end, a little at a time,
for flavor)

————
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1 c. cold milk

2 rounded T. corn starch

Clean and prep all vegetables and add to the pot. Add broth
and seasonings and give it all a good stir. Do not add milk or
corn starch yet. Cook on low for 6 hours. Add corn starch to
milk and dissolve, then add to the pot. Cook on high for one
additional hour. Remove lid and let soup thicken a little bit
before serving.

Crock Pot Cream of Mushroom
Soup

Try  different  varieties  of
mushrooms  in  your  soup  to
enhance the flavor!

Did you have a great weekend? Yeah, I met a real fungi.
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Haha, fungi humor still cracks me up. Get it? Get it? Fun-
guy?! Bwahhh ha ha ha.  This recipe calls for at least three
different kinds of mushrooms because I love the variety of
texture.  If you don’t like mushrooms, don’t make this recipe,
make a different soup like Crock Pot Creamy Tomato Soup or
Crock Pot Cream of Celery and Leek Soup. This mushroom soup is
earthy and pungent in all the right ways.

You can get mushrooms all year round, but I suggest you try
different varieties each time you make this. For example… your
standard button mushroom is a great basic, but play around
with oysters, enochi, portabello, or bunapi. No, those are not
made up words, they are varieties of mushrooms!

This recipe requires very little measuring, which might make
some of you uncomfortable. But, rest assured, that you would
have to work so very hard to mess this up. Don’t over season
the soup– it’s better to add a little salt and pepper at the
end instead of at the beginning.

I like my mushroom soup to be smooth and creamy so I use a
hand blender. If you like a more chunky soup, then try pulling
2 cups of the soup out and pureeing that, then add it back in.
The soup will still feel smooth, but will retain the majority
of chunks for bigger texture.

Try adding in other veggies for a more full flavor, if the
mushroom intensity is too much for you. You can add chopped
celery, green onions, chopped carrots, a can of green chiles
or even some corn to adapt the flavor. I am making a simple
version of this soup, but feel free to add more fun to your
fungi as you experiment.

Crock Pot Cream of Mushroom Soup

Serves 6-8

4 cups mushrooms, cleaned, stems discarded, and caps cut into
bite-sized pieces
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32 oz. vegetable broth

2 cloves garlic, minced

4 sprigs fresh thyme (just the leaves)

1/4 sweet onion

2 cups milk

2 T. corn starch

Add all of the ingredients into the crock pot EXCEPT the milk
and corn starch. Cook on low for 3-4 hours. With one hour left
to cook, dissolve corn starch in the milk and then stir into
the soup. Puree the soup using a hand blender until texture is
smooth. The soup should thicken in the last hour and then a
bit more once served. Add salt and pepper as needed once
cooking is complete.

Crock Pot Yogurt

Typically,  we  don’t  cook  dairy  items  in  the  crock  pot,
especially not on low, because we don’t want to run the risk
of spoilage. But when you are making yogurt, this is exactly
what you want to happen! I was skeptical of making yogurt in
the crock pot, but a friend of mine asked me to give it a go,
so I did. And I’m thrilled with this delicious, healthy snack!

There are so few ingredients in this that you won’t believe
how good it will actually turn out. Here are a few things to
keep in mind:

1. You need time to make this recipe… there are three separate
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steps. I started mine at 11 am and it was finally done at
midnight.

2. It sounds silly, but you actually need to buy yogurt in
order to make yogurt. Much like a sourdough bread, you need a
“starter” to get the process going and plain yogurt has the
live cultures needed to make this work. Once you make your
first big batch of crock pot yogurt, you can save the last cup
of it to use in the next batch and then the next and the next…

3. Regular yogurt is TART! But you don’t need to add high
fructose corn syrup, food dyes, sugar or junk to make this
yogurt yummy. But be prepared that your first taste will be
fresh tasting.

4. This is not the recipe to try and be homemade and low-fat.
Use whole milk and yogurt to have the best final product. But
it’s worth it and one serving is a great snack or breakfast,
especially when you use a variety of add-ins to adapt the
flavor.

Ingredients:

1/2 gallon whole milk

1 c. plain yogurt

3 T. honey (local, if possible)

1 T. vanilla

Pour milk into crock pot and cook on low for 2.5 hours. Turn
crock pot off and let it sit undisturbed on the counter for 3
hours.  Then add in yogurt and stir into lumps are gone. Cover
crock pot with a big dish towel to keep all moisture inside
and let it sit for another 8 hours.  Add honey and vanilla to
the yogurt and stir. The yogurt is now finished and should be
transferred  to  an  air-tight  container  and  stored  in  the
refrigerator until eaten.



Save the last cup of this batch to use at the starter yogurt
in your next batch.

Other great add-ins would be cut-up strawberries, blueberries,
raspberries,  canned  crushed  pineapple,  chocolate  chips,
jelly/jam or any combination of all these great flavors!

(This recipe is based off of a fellow blogger’s A Year of Slow
Cooking.)

Crock Pot Parsnip and Potato
Soup

I’m  totally  enjoying  soups  this  week  and  I  hope  you  are
getting a chance to enjoy some of these recipes too. I love it
when I can make an entire meal in ONE pot and feed the whole
family. This soup is a variation on my crock pot potato soup
recipe (search for it in the recipe index) and adds in the
unique sweetness of parsnips and carrots and sweet onions.

Even though it’s almost spring, we still need to survive on
the  rest  of  winter’s  vegetables.  If  you  can  already  grow
things in your garden or windowsill, try adding fresh herbs
like flat parsley, dill or chives to your soup when it is done
cooking.  I  think  you’ll  find  the  promise  of  spring  in
the  soothing  warmth  of  this  chowder.  Enjoy!

4 medium potatoes, peeled and diced

3 medium parsnips, peeled and diced

3 medium carrots, peeled and diced
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2 stalks celery, diced

2 cloves garlic, minced

1/2 medium sweet onion, chopped

3 c. water

1 t. salt

1/2 t. black pepper

1 t. celery seed

1 c. milk

1 T. corn starch

1 can cream-style corn

Put all vegetables and seasonings in crock pot, cover with
water. Cook on high for 4 hours. When vegetables are all soft,
dissolve corn starch in milk and then add to crock pot. Add
cream-style corn and mix ingredients together. Cook on low one
more hour. Use an immersion blender and puree the soup until
thick and creamy. Serve with fresh parsley, dill or chives on
top.

Crock  Pot  Sweet  Potato  and
Corn Chowder

This recipe comes from my friend I.H.K. and she is an amazing
cook. This soup is thick and chunky and a whole meal in one
bowl. She recommends serving it with tortilla chips or corn
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bread.  Using an immersion blender can really change a soup
from drab to fab by altering the consistency to be smooth and
creamy instead of watery.

Since this recipe takes 8 hours on low, it’s a great one to
start before you leave for work in the morning and then come
home to a beautiful dinner. Take a chance on this vegetarian
chowder and enjoy!

2-3 large sweet potatoes, peeled and cubed (about 1/2 inch)
1 medium onion, chopped
1 can whole-kernel corn (15-16 oz.), drained
1 can creamed corn
1 teaspoon salt
fresh ground black pepper, to taste
2 cups broth (I use the vegetarian “chicken” flavor)

2 cups half-and-half or whole milk (depending on how virtuous
you want to be)
4 tablespoons unsalted butter
1 teaspoon smoked sweet or hot paprika (optional)
1 cup of shredded cheddar cheese

Put first set of ingredients in crock pot and cook for about 8
hours on low or for 4 hours on high. Once the sweet potatoes
are tender, stir everything together. Use an immersion blender
to break up the ingredients as much as you want–I like my
chowder chunky, but breaking up some of the sweet potatoes and
corn makes the soup thicker and more luxurious. When only 1
hour of cooking time is left (if the slow cooker has been on
high, turn down to low) ADD: half and half or milk, butter,
paprika and cheddar cheese.



Crock Pot Pot Pie

Did anyone else just do a double
take  to  the  title  of  this
recipe? It’s funny to read Pot
Pot and not giggle… but this pot
pie is indeed made in your CROCK
pot. I guess I could just call
it crock pot pie, but then it
makes  me  think  of  ooey  gooey

apple filling and flaky, buttery crusts and sorry fans… that
is not this recipe. I will, however, promise that this recipe
is for a new favorite for your whole family. It has meat,
dairy, vegetable and carb and if you serve it with a side of
fruit (maybe cranberry sauce??), you’ve fulfilled every food
group. Except dessert… and I’m ok with that still being it’s
own food group.

I  will  probably  repost  this  recipe  around  Thanksgiving,
because it’s the PERFECT thing to do with leftover turkey. I
actually roasted a whole turkey this past weekend and have
enjoyed easy meals all week from all the leftover meat.  You
can also do this dish just as easily with a rotisserie chicken
that you pick up at the grocery store though.

Here’s another worthwhile note: I use a pancake mix that is
entirely egg-free because my son has allergies… so I just made
pancake mix according to the directions on the box for 12-14
pancakes (2 cups mix, 1.5 cups water). I would recommend that
you follow the directions on YOUR box, so if it asks for eggs,
you should probably include it. 

Also- please be cautious when you put the crock pot (removed
from the heating unit) into the oven and then taking it out. I
scalded my arm nicely on this one because I wasn’t paying
attention.  Ahhh,  the  things  I’m  willing  to  do  for  great
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cooking and blogging… yeah, you’re welcome. � Enjoy!

1-1.5 lbs cooked turkey or chicken, skin and bones removed,
then meat cut into bite-sized pieces

2 cans cream of chicken soup

1 lb bag of frozen mixed vegetables, thawed

1 c. frozen corn, thawed

1/2 t. black pepper

1/2 t. salt

1/2 t. thyme

1/2 t. rosemary

2/3 c. milk

(separately  combine  pancake  mix  and  water  mixed  to  the
equivalent to 12-14 pancakes… so for me 2 c. mix and 1.5 c.
water, beaten together until fluffy)

Put  all  ingredients  in  crock  pot  and  mix  together  until
everything is well coated. Cook on low for 4 hours, then
remove carefully from crock pot’s heating unit. Pour pancake
mixture on top of hot mixture and bake at 350 degrees for
30-40 minutes until top is slightly browned and crisping on
the edges. Remove crock pot from oven carefully and cool for
10 minutes before serving.



Purple Sweet Potato Biscuits

Happy New Year, friends and fans! 

So to be perfectly honest, I haven’t done a lot of cooking
since January 1.  We’ve relished in some easy dinner like
grilled cheese and tomato soup, grilled chicken with steamed
veggies and even ordering in Chinese food.  But yesterday I
tried a little baking and the result turned out so funny, I
thought I would share.

I recently bought some organic veggies, including purple sweet
potatoes.  These  potatoes  are  the  same  size  and  shape  as
regular sweet potatoes, but the
insides  are  a  vibrant  purple
(think  the  color  of  Barney  or
pansies!!)  When  I  roasted  the
purple sweet potatoes, they were
beautiful, but when I used them
in  this  biscuit  recipe,  they
turned  out  to  be  a
purplish/blueish/greenish  color
instead! We were all entertained and they were really funny to
see. But the taste and light, fluffy texture was great.

So here’s the recipe for you to try. This is NOT my recipe.
It’s  from  www.foodnetwork.com  with  the  original  recipe
provided by “Mama Dip”, whoever that is. You can use regular
sweet potatoes if that is what you can find, but I assure you
that the purple variety is much more entertaining. Enjoy!
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I will work on new crock pot recipes next week, I promise. �

2 cups cooked, mashed sweet potatoes (skins removed)

1 stick butter, melted

1 1/4 c. milk

4 cups self-rising flour

3 T. sugar

pinch of baking soda

Mix together the sweet potatoes, butter and milk until well
blended. Stir in the flour, baking soda and sugar. Shape the
dough into a ball and knead about 10 times on a well-floured
board. Roll the dough out 1-inch thick and cut with a biscuit
cutter. Bake in a greased baking pan in a 400-degree oven for
15-20 minutes or until brown on top.

((if you don’t have self-rising flour you can substitute with
all purpose flour and a few more ingredients and the result
will be the same. 1 c. self-rising flour= 1 c. all-purpose
flour+ 1 1/2 t. baking powder+ 1/2 t. salt))

Yields: 15 biscuits
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